












































































































Page 33 

4.) Proximity (Travel Time) Risk Factors 

Timely response is a critical factor in responding to emergency calls to ensure the safety 

of people and protection of property. Numerous studies have confirmed this well­

established understanding and the results of one such study is included with this Report. 

The graph below shows the linear function relationship ranking between response time 

and loss in dollars. Accordingly, parcels that are closer to a fire station require a shorter 

travel time for response, and receive a higher level of special benefit than parcels with a 

longer travel time. 

Travel Time versus Property Loss 
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Source: Neil Challands ''The Relationships Between Fire Service Response Time and Fire 
Outcomes," Fire Technology, July 2010. 

Travel time from the closest of the seven fire stations to each parcel was calculated and 

analyzed using a network analysis performed with ESRI ArcGIS Geographical Information 

Systems. 

Refer to Appendix B for a diagram of the Response Areas Travel Time in Amador FPO. 

Table 9 below shows the relative normalized value of travel time 

Table 9 - Travel Time Premium Factor 
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Normalized Travel 

Travel Time Score($ ) Impact Effect Time Factor 

<3 43,690 138 1.15 
3 to 6 63,810 126 1.05 
6 to8 83,930 120 1.00 

8 to 10 104,050 116 0.97 
10+ 124,170 114 0.95 

Assessments Calculation 

Each parcel's assessment is calculated by multiplying the assessment rate by the SFE 

benefit factor (Table 7), fire hazard zone factor (Table 8) and travel time premium factor 

(Table 9): 

Example Calculations 

Case #1: Single Family Residence in High Very Hazard Zone with a 3-6 minute Travel Time 

Assessment Rate= Annual Base SFE Rate* 1.000 (from table 7) * 1.10 (from table 8) 

* 1.05 (from table 9) = 1.155 * Annual Base SFE Rate 

Case #2: Single Family Residence in Moderate Hazard Zone with a 10+ minute Travel Time 

Assessment Rate= Annual Base SFE Rate * 1.000 (from table 7) * 1.0 (from table 8) 

* 0.95 (from table 9) = 0.95 * Annual Base SFE Rate 

Case #3: Commercial Property on 2 Acres in High Very Hazard Zone with a 3-6 minute 

Travel Time 

Assessment Rate= Annual Base SFE Rate* 6.024 (from table 7) * 2 acres* 1.10 (from table 

8) * 1.05 (from table 9) = 13.915 * Annual Base SFE Rate 

Case #4: Vacant Lot in a Moderate Hazard Zone with a <3 minute Travel Time 

Assessment Rate = Annual Base SFE Rate * .0669 (from table 7) * 1.0 (from table 8) 

* 1.15 (from table 9) = 0.0769* Annual Base SFE Rate 

Annual Base SFE Rate = $69.82 for 2026-27 
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Appeals of Assessments Levied to Property 

Any property owner who feels that the assessment levied on the subject property is in 

error as a result of incorrect information being used to apply the foregoing method of 

assessment or for any other reason, may file a written appeal with the Amador FPO Fire 

Chief, or his or her designee. Any such appeal is limited to correction of an assessment 

during the then current fiscal year. Upon the filing of any such appeal, the Chief, or his or 

her designee, will promptly review the appeal and any information provided by the 

property owner. If the Chief, or his or her designee, finds that the assessment should be 

modified, the appropriate changes shall be made to the assessment roll. If any such 

changes are approved after the assessment roll has been filed with the County for 

collection, the Chief, or his or her designee, is authorized to refund to the property owner 

the amount of any approved reduction. Any dispute over the decision of the Chief, or his 

or her designee, shall be referred to the Amador FPO Board of Directors; the decision of 

the Board shall be final. 

Additional Background on Relative Benefit 

When property owners decide how to cast their ballot for a proposed assessment, each 

property owner should weigh the perceived value of the Services proposed to them and 

their property against the proposed cost of the assessment to their property. If property 

owners of a certain type of property are either opposed or in support of the assessment 

in much greater percentages than owners of other property types, this is an indication 

that, as a group, these property owners perceive that the proposed assessment has 

relatively higher or lower "utility" or value to their property relative to owners of other 

property types. One can also infer from these hypothetical ballot results, that the 

apportionment of benefit (and assessments) was too high or too low for that property 

type. In other words, property owners, by their balloting, ultimately indicate if they 

perceive the special benefits to their property to exceed the cost of the assessment, and, 

as a group, whether the determined level of benefit and proposed assessment (the 

benefit apportionment made by the Assessment Engineer) is consistent with the level of 

benefits perceived by the owners of their type of property relative to the owners of other 

types of property. 
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Criteria and Policies 

This sub-section describes the criteria that shall govern the expenditure of assessment 

funds and ensures equal levels of benefit for properties of similar type. The criteria 

established in this Report cannot be substantially modified; however, the Board may 

adopt additional criteria to further clarify certain criteria or policies established in this 

Report, or to establish additional criteria or policies that do not conflict with this Report. 

Duration of Assessment 

It is proposed that the Assessment be levied for fiscal year 2026-27 and continued every 

year thereafter, so long as the risk of fire on property in the Assessment District remains 

in existence and Amador FPO Fire requires funding from the Assessment for improved fire 

protection and suppression services. As noted previously, if the Assessment and the 

duration of the Assessment are approved by property owners in an assessment ballot 

proceeding, the Assessment can be imposed and continued annually after the Board 

approves an annually updated budget and rate for the Assessment. 

Amador Fire Protection District 
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Assessment 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Amador Fire Protection District formed the Fire 

Protection and Emergency Response Services Assessment District and is proceeding with 

the proposed levy of assessments under California Government Code sections 50078 et 

seq. (the "Code") and Article XIIID of the California Constitution (the "Article"); 

WHEREAS, the undersigned Engineer of Work has prepared and filed a report presenting 

an estimate of costs, a diagram for the Assessment District and an allocation of the 

estimated costs of the Services upon all assessable parcels within the Assessment District; 

Now, THEREFORE, the undersigned hereby recommends the following assessment to cover 

the estimated cost of said Services, including incidental costs. 

The amount to be paid for said Services and the expense incidental thereto, to be paid by 

the Assessment District for the fiscal year 2026-27 is generally as follows: 

Table 10- Summary Cost Estimate 

FISCAL YEAR 2026-27 BUDGET 

Total for Servicing 

Contribution from Other Sources 
Tota I Allowa nee for Collections 

Total Fire Suppression & Protection Services Budget 

$9,899,654 

($8,668,175) 

$25,900 

$1,257,379 ! 

An Assessment Diagram is hereto attached and made a part hereof showing the exterior 

boundaries of said Assessment District. The distinctive number of each parcel or lot of 

land in said Assessment District is its Assessor Parcel Number appearing on the 

Assessment Roll. 

I do hereby assess and apportion said net amount of the cost and expenses of said 

Services, including the costs and expenses incident thereto, upon the parcels and lots of 

land within said Assessment District, in accordance with the special benefits to be 

received by each parcel or lot, from the Services, and more particularly set forth in the 

Cost Estimate and Method of Assessment hereto attached and by reference made a part 

hereof. 

Amador Fire Protection District 
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The assessment is subject to an annual adjustment tied to the Consumer Price lndex-U 

for the San Francisco Bay Area as of December of each succeeding year (the "CPI"), with 

a maximum annual adjustment not to exceed 3%. Any change in the CPI in excess of 3% 

shall be cumulatively reserved as the "Unused CPI" and shall be used to increase the 

maximum authorized assessment rate in years in which the CPI is less than 3%. The 

maximum authorized assessment rate is equal to the maximum assessment rate in the 

first fiscal year the assessment was levied adjusted annually by the minimum of 1) 3% or 

2) the change in the CPI plus any Unused CPI as described above. 

Each parcel or lot of land is described in the Assessment Roll by reference to its parcel 

number as shown on the Assessor's Maps of Amador County for the fiscal year 2026-27. 

For a more particular description of said property, reference is hereby made to the deeds 

and maps on file and of record in the office of the County Recorder of Amador County. 

I hereby place opposite the Assessor Parcel Number for each parcel or lot within the 

Assessment Roll, the amount of the assessment for the fiscal year 2026-27 for each parcel 

or lot of land within the said Assessment District. 

Dated: May 7, 2026 

Engineer of Work 

Amador Fire Protection District 

By 
ohn W. Bliss, License 

No. C052091 

2026-27 Fire Protection and Emergency Response Services Assessment 
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Assessment Diagram 

The Assessment District includes all properties within the boundaries of the Fire 

Protection and Emergency Response Services District. The boundaries of the Assessment 

District are displayed on the following Assessment Diagram. The lines and dimensions of 

each lot or parcel within the Assessment District are those lines and dimensions as shown 

on the maps of the Assessor of Amador County, and are incorporated herein by reference, 

and made a part of this Diagram and this Report. 
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Appendix A - Fire Hazard Areas Diagram 
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Appendix B - Response Areas Travel Time Diagram 
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Appendix C - Assessment Roll, Fiscal Year 2026-27 

The Assessment Roll is made part of this report and is available for public .000375 of 1% inspection during normal office hours. Each lot or 

parcel listed on the Assessment Roll is shown and illustrated on the latest County Assessor records and these records are, by reference, made 

part of this Report. These records shall govern for all details concerning the description of the lots of parcels. 
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End Notes 

'Insurance Services Offices Inc. http://www.rockwall.com/documents/fire/lSO.pdf 

2 Institute for Business & Home Safety, "Protect Your Home Against Wildfire Damage," http:ljwww.ibhs.org/publications(view.asp?id=125 

3 ibid., p.2 
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AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM 
To: Amador Fire Protection Board of Directors 

Date: 05-19-26 

From: Robert Withrow Phone Ext. x_3_9_1 ___ _ 
(Department Head - please type) 

Department Head Signature 

Agenda Title: 
SURPLUS VEHICLE AND OR Eg UIPMENT 

Summary: (Provide detailed summary of the purpose of this item; attach additional page if necessary} 

Discussion and possible action regarding the surplus of: 

E-5123 a 2001 International Westmark. Repairs are costly, parts are no longer available. 

The current mileage: 109,998. 

Recommendation/Requested Action: 

Authorize and approve Fire Chief to Sell 
Fiscal Impacts (attach budget transfer form if appropriate) Staffing Impacts 

Is a 4/5ths vote required? 
YesO No181 

Contract Attached: Yes D 
Resolution Attached: Yes D 

Committee Review? N/A 181 
Ordinance Attached Yes D 

Name 
Comments: 

Committee Recommendation : 

Request Reviewed by: 

Chairman Counsel 

Auditor GSA Director 

CAO Risk Management 

Distribution Instructions: 

n/a 

FOR CLERK USE ONLY 
Meeting Date Time Item# 

Board Action: Approved Yes __ No - Unanimous Vote : Yes - No -
Ayes: Resolution Ordinance Other: 

Noes Resolution Ordinance 

Absent: Comments: 

181 
D 
D 

Regular Agenda 
Consent Agenda 
Blue Slip 

D Closed Session 
Meeting Date Requested: 

05-19-26 

NoD N/A 181 

NoO N/A 181 

NoD N/A 181 

A new ATF is required from I hereby certify this is a true and correct copy of action(s) taken and entered into the official 
Distributed on records of the Amador Fire Protection District. 

Department 
Completed by For meeting ATTEST: 

of 
AFPD Board Clerk 



AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM 
To: Amador Fire Protection Board of Directors 

Date: 05-19-26 

From: Robert Withrow Phone Ext. x..;.c3-'-9-'-1 ____ _ 
(Department Head - please type) 

Department Head Signature 

Agenda Title: 
MINUTES 

Summary: (Provide detailed summary of the purpose of this item; attach additional page if necessary) 

Review and approval of the Board of Directors regular meeting minutes of April 21, 2026. 

Recommendation/Requested Action: 

Approve minutes as presented or revised 
Fiscal Impacts (attach budget transfer form if appropriate) Staffing Impacts I 

na 
n/a 

Is a 4/Sths vote required? 
No~ 

Contract Attached: Yes O 
YesO 

Resolution Attached: YesO 
Committee Review? NIA~ Ordinance Attached Yes O 
Name 

Comments: 
Committee Recommendation: 

Request Reviewed by: 

Chairman Counsel 

Auditor GSA Director 

CAO Risk Management 

Distribution Instructions: 

n/a 

FOR CLERK USE ONLY 
Meeting Date Time Item# 

Board Action: Approved Yes __ No __ Unanimous Vote: Yes - No -
Ayes: Resolution Ordinance Other: 

Noes Resolution Ordinance 

Absent: Comments: 

~ 
D 
D 

Regular Agenda 
Consent Agenda 
Blue Slip 

O Closed Session 
Meeting Date Requested: 

05-19-26 

NoO NIA l&J 
NoO NIA l&J 
NoO NIA l&J 

A new ATF is required from I hereby certify this is a true and correct copy of action(s) taken and entered into the official 
Distributed on records of the Amador Fire Protection District. 

Department 
Completed by For meeting ATTEST: 

of 
AFPD Board Clerk 



Meeting Was Recorded 

AMADOR FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jackson, California 
Tuesday,April21,2026 

10:31 AM 

The Board of Directors of the Amador Fire Protection District met in the County Administration 
Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California, on the above date pursuant to adjournment, and the 
following proceedings were had, to wit: 

Present: 
Pat Crew, Chair 
Logan Carnell, Vice Chair 
Jeff Brown, Director 
Brian Oneto, Director 

Absent: 
Dan Epperson, Director 
Ashley Anaya, Fire Prevention Officer 

Staff: 
Robert Withrow, Fire Chief 
Nicole Cook, Clerk of the Boa'rd 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

AGENDA .·:t~f' . , . 
,(';.., ,. ·"*·· 

MOTION: It w~{m~ved by 
1
[~ctor Oneto and seconded by Director Brown and carried 

4-0-1 to approve th~~ gend 1 · presented, Dir. Epperson absent. 
·~ . . :> . 

CONSENT AGENDA · ~:1_ . . . · '~-~ MOTION: It was moved by··' .. · ctor Brown~'lid seconded by Director Carnell and carried 
· .. ,, . ' ''¥".l\'-i¥ 

4-0-fto approve the.agenda as';J~resented, Dir. Epperson absent. 
' .. '<'. 

PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: None 
r•:. 

Fire Chief Update: presented by the Fire Chief. The following discussions ensued relative to subject 
matter, no action was taken. 

Operations: Amador County Sheriffs office requested that Amador Fire teach; wildland 
safety class with law enforcement safety partners. Local law enforcement was well attended. 
There will be another class in June. Scheduled a meeting with ACUSD to discuss evacuation 
plans to include private and preschools in case of an emergency. Current firefighter academy 
went from 1 O recruits to 8, will wrap up on May 151h. Apprentice staffing transition will begin 
in the future months from the Willow Springs fire station (121) and move to Fiddletown station 
(123). 

Public Information Officer: Kayla Dale, PIO gave report, in summary evacuation drills; 
upcoming Saturday will be at La Mel Heights in Lockwood at 9:00 AM. Graduation invites 
went out to Board Members, looking forward to RSVPs. Fire Chief presented at the Jackson 

(AFPD MINUTES) - 1 - (04/21 /2026) 



Pines Firewise; that community is very active. Amador Fire is working with local radio station; 
KVGC. They have an existing and established app; partnering with them to send a text out 
through their app when there are incidents such as a traffic collision (road closures) and or 
fires. Encourage to download the KVGC 

Fire Chief: Requesting a modest groundbreaking; photo opportunity only and once the station 
is completed and the promise of a brand-new station is delivered, Amador Fire would host a 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony where dignitaries and community members would be invited; 
refreshments or a luncheon would be offered. 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

New Fire Station: Discussion ensued relative to subject matter. Larry White with WGA, Inc. 
presented report pertaining to the new fire station update. In summary: PGCSD invoice was received 
and processing payment prior to merging with AWA. AWA invoice in the amount of $80,430 has 
been paid prior to their fee increases. Received schedule, in process of completing the contract 
documents and receiving the submittal of materials with/from Campbell Construction, CJS 
Construction and John Allen. Amador Fire Staff are working on getting storm water pollution and 
prevention permit number from the State. PG&E design is in the works; should be available in the 
next week, for which there will be a fee for the design. John Allen is currently working on interior 
costs; will have those numbers soon. The $50,000 paid to CJS for engineering deposit will be 
delivered in the first week of August 2026. Opening station doors in April 2027. Modest and functional 
training tower designed and approved with an estimated deposit of $72,000. Solar system is 
required; ground mount system at slope between station and tower to get most sun. Merzlak signs 
made the Coming Soon sign and is now on the property. Construction start date delayed due to rain; 

th . .,., ·.':,%,,if(} : . .. •, - ' 
rescheduled for Monday May 4 , 2026. ,,~;;;J,,.,, · 

•':',\ <' 

. ",ff;~~:·~··:~i.:JC . ~ 

Direction to staff: Groundbreaking on Thursday, June 301h at 3:30 PM. 
\\j _4~,1!' '"f, 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS: 
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